













CONNOISSEUR. 


By Mr. TOWN, 


Critic and Censor-GENERAL. 





NUMBER XXXI. 
THURSDAY, Auguf 29, 1754. 








Neu, pueri, neu tanta animis affuefcite bella, Virc. 





the following. I fhall therefore prefent it 
to the reader this day. 


Jo Mr. TOWN. 
SIR, 


OU muft have obferved a paragraph in the news- 

papers dated from Dudkn, which informs us, that 
*« the fpirit of Duelling is now become fo common, that 
‘* fearce a day paffes without one or more being fought in 
‘or near that Metropolis.” Iam very much alarmed left 
this madnefs fhould crofs the feas: to fay the truth, I al- 
moft begin to think it neceffary, that the frequent impor- 
Qqq tation 
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tation of Irifbmen into this kingdom fhould, for fome time, 
be prohibited ; and an embargo laid on thofe thips that 
are freighted with contraband Duellifts. The ladies perhaps 
may object to this propofal, but it is your duty, Mr. Town, 
at leaft to do allin your power to prevent the influence 
which the conduct of thefe heroic gentlemen, who cannot 
fuffer their {words to fleep quietly in their feabbards, may 
have on our young fellows: I maft therefote beg of you to 
put together a few thoughts on this occafion, and though 
the fubjeét has been often treated before, I cannot but ima- 
gine that there is fufficient room left for You to expatiate 
on it. It is ufual among the Bifhops, when they find any 
particular vice prevail, to fend orders to the Clergy of their 
refpective diocefes to preach againft it. In like manner it is 
your duty, as Censor GENERAL, to attack the reigning 
follies: and it is furely as eafy for You to throw them into 
a new light, as it is for. the Clergy to preach different 
fermons on the fame text. 


You will undoubtedly agree with me that Gaming is 
one of the principal caufes of Duels, and that many a young 
fellow has owed his death to cards and dice, As the 
gaming-houfes are often filled with rogues in lace and 
fharpers in embroidery, an honeft but rafh adventurer 
often lofes his temper with his money, and begins to fufpect 
that the cards are packed, or the dice loaded: and then very 
wifely rifks his life-becaufe he finds it impoffible to re- 
cover his cafh. Upon this account Iam never witnefs to 
deep play, but it raifes very ferious reflections in me. When 
I -have feen a young nobleman offer a large ftake, I have 
confidered him as fetting his life upon a card, or (like 
King Richard) “ laying it upon a caft, and ftanding the 
“« hazard of the die.” I have even imagined that I heard 
bullets rattle in the dice-box, and that 1 faw challenges 
wuitten upon every card on the table. THE 
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TxeE ladies alfo are frequently the caufe of Duels , 
though it muft be owned, in juftice to the better part 
of the fex, that where one is fought on account of a 
modeft worhan, ten are occafioned by proftitutes. The 
ftout knights-errant, who entertain a paflion for the faith- 
lefs Dulcineas of Drury-Ldne and Govent-Garden, find 
frequent opportunities of manifefting their prowefs. They 
hot only encounter with bullits and bravoes, but fome- 
times meet with other enamoratoes as fond and as mad 
as themfelves. I am perfonally acquainted with two gen- 
tlemen of this turn, who held out piftols at each other 
acrofs a bed at one of thefe ladies lodgings, and toffed 
up which fhould fire firft,. The piftol however luckily 
mift fire, and gave them time to think better of it: fo 
they very amicably fhook hands, laid down their piftols, 
and went to bed to the lady together. Thefe females 
are not conterit, it feems, with the conquefts commonly 
made by the fait, but ‘often pafs a more ‘ctuel fentence 
on their captives. Their lovers not only fuffer thofé meta- 
phorical deaths which all theif tribe muft endure, but are 
often réally killed in ferious truth and fober fadnefs. They 
are not only fhot through the heart by an accidental glance 
of the eyes, but often have a brace of balls lodged in their 
heads; and are not only ‘. ftabbed through the liver (as 
“© Mercutio has it) by the blind bow-boy’s butt-fhaft,”’ but 
they may pethaps be engaged in a duel with a rival, in 
which they are run through the body. 


A roke1GN Count was once challenged by one of thefe 
hot-headed gentlemen, and I fhall conclude my letter by 
recommending his method to our modern Duelifts. The 
place of battle appointed was the Count’s houfe, and when 
the furious challenger came in, breathing nothing: but re- 
venge, he was furprized to find the Count fitting very 
compofedly 











184 Th CONNOISSEUR. No, 41. 


compofedly with a candle and a barrel at his fide. ‘ This, 
“« Sir, faid the Count, is a barrel of gunpowder, and if 
‘© you pleafe we will take our chance who fhall fet fire 
“to it, you or I,” The gentleman amazed at this expe- 
dient made no anfwer ; upon which the Count lighted a 
match, and waving it over the mouth of the barrel, cried 
out, ‘“* Get out of the room, Sir, or I will fet fire to the 
powder this inftant.” This abated our challeger’s wrath 
fo confiderably, that the Count was rid of him in a moment, 
and he was glad to leave the room without any {fatisfac- 
tion.—I fhall expe&t fomething from you on this fubjeé 
and am, 
Sir! your humble fervant, 
Epuraim MAKepPcace. 


1 sHALL not refufe my correfpondent my animadverfions 
on this fubject, but as I am not inclined to meafure {words 
on this occafion with any of my predeceffors or cotempo- 
raries, I fhall expatiate in an entire new field, and appear 
in the caufe as an advocate for Duelling. The vices and 
follies of the fafhionable world are fo conneéted with each 
other, that they almoft form a regular fyftem, and the prac- 
tice of them all is abfolutely neceflary to complete the cha- 
raéter of a Fine Gentleman. A Fine Gentleman (in the 
modern fenfe of the word) is one that whores, games, and 
wears a fword. Running after loofe women is indeed in 
fome meafure common to this exhalted part of mankind with 
the vulgar : but to live in bagnios, to be kept in repair by 
Rock or Ward by the quarter, to be in a continual courfe 
of pill and electuary, and to make a bufinefs of fornication 
is the peculiar privilege of a Pine Gentleman. Gaming is 
alfo an effential requifite to this character, and is indeed 
capable of itfelf to create a perfon a Gentleman who has no 
other pretenfions to that title. The greateft fcoundrels pro- 
vided 
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vided they were gamefters, have always been permitted to 
affociate with people of fafhion; and perhaps they hold 
their title to the beft company by the fame tenure that the 
Knaves keep their rank among the honours in a pack of 
cards. But the grand diftinguifhing mark of a Fine Gen- 
tleman is the wearing a fword. Gentility difplays itfelf in 
a well-fancied fword-knot, and honour lies fheathed in the 
fcabbard. All who bear arms have a claim to this charac- 
ter: even our common foldiers (like the knights of old) are 
dubbed Gentlemen on the fhoulder with this only difference, 
that inftead of the fword, the ceremony is performed by a 
brown mutket. 


Upon thefe and many other weighty confiderations I have 
refolved not to difturb the tranquility of the polite world by 
railing at their darling vices. A CENSOR may endeavour to 
new-cock a hat, to raife the ftays, or write down the fhort 
petticoat, at his pleafure. Perfons of quality will vary 
fafhions of themfelves, but will always adhere fteadily to 
their vices. I have lately received feveral letters from fur- 
geons and younger brothers defiring me to promote as far as 
lays in my power the modern way of life, and efpecially the 
practice of Duelling. The former open their cafe in the moft 
pathetic terms, and affure me that if it was not for Duels, 
and the amorous rencontres of Fine Gentlemen with the 
other fex, their profeflion would fcarce fupport them, As 
to the young gentlemen they inveigh bitterly againft the une- 
qual diftribution of property by the laws of England, and 
offer me very confiderabie bribes if I will efpoufe the caufe 
of Duels and Debauchey ; without which they fcarce have 
any tolerable chance of coming in for the family eftate. 


SwirtT fomewhere obferves that thofe differences very 
rarely happen among men of fenfe, and he does not fee any 
great harm, if two worthlefs fellows fend each other out of 
the world. I fhall therefore humbly propofe, the more ef- 
fectually to keep up this fpirit, that Duels may be included 
in the Licence-Aé&t among our other public diverfions, with 

Rrr a reftraining 
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31. 
a reftraining claufe taking away all power from, the Juftices 
to prohibit thefe entertainments. I-would.alfo. propofe,- for 
the better accommodation of. the -public,.that f{caffolds be 
erected behind Montague Houfe, or in.any other convenient 
place, as there are now at Tydurn; and that whenever any 
two Gentlemen quarrel, they fhall infert their challenges in 
the Daily Papers after the following manner in imitation of 
the late champions at Broughton's. 


I Joun Mac-Dve t having been affronted by RicHarp Fiasu, 
hereby challenge him to meet me behind Montague Houfeon the day 
of to go through all the exercife of the Small Sword, to advance, retires 
parry and thruft in Carte, Tierce, and Segoon, and to take my: life, or:lofe 
his own. J. Mac-Duet. 


I RicHarp FLasn, who have fpitted many fuch daftard fellows on 
my fword like larks, promife to meet Joun Mac-Duet, and doubt not 
by running him through the body to give him Gentleman-like SatisfaGion. 

RicHARD FLasn. 


By this fcheme the public would have an opportu- 
nity of being prefent at thefe fafhionable amufements, and 
might revive that loft fpecies of gaming (fo much lamented 
in our laft paper) by laying bets on the iffue of the combat. 


Ir fhould alfo be provided that if either or both are 
killed, the body or bodies be delivered to the furgeons to be 
anatomized and placed in their hall, unlefs the younger 
brother or next heir fhall make them an equivalent. 


Ir fhould alfo be provided by the abovementioned A& 
that no perfon be qualified to fight a Duel, who is not worth 
5ool. per aun. For as it is unfportfman-like to admit dung- 
hill cocks into the Pit, fo it would render this ineftimable 
privilege lefs valuable if every mean wretch had a right of 
being run through the body, who could do the public no 
fervice by his death. 
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